Year 4 Term Letter, Term 1 2020

Dear Families,

Welcome to Year 4, we have had a great start to the year, and | am looking forward to seeing what we can
achieve together throughout the year and how we can all ‘Embrace the Challenge’.

This year the students have received their one to one iPads. We are very lucky this year as we have
purchased iPads and keyboards. The kids absolutely love them, and it really is just like a mini computer.
However, “with great power, comes great responsibility”! As a class, we have already talked about the
rules in regard to the use of our iPads. We will continue to go into more detail and discuss online safety on
the internet in general. At the moment, the iPads will be staying at school, they also are not allowed to use
messages or contact anyone via email except for myself, or another teacher with work related messages. |
would encourage you also to reinforce the messages of safe internet use at home, so they understand, and
it emphasizes the importance of cyber safety.

Homework this year will all be online via either the Blog or Teams which the kids will have access to. This
means that they will not have a homework book that goes home and comes back in. | will be able to see
what they have completed via email or OneDrive. If they are unable to access a computer at home, please
let me know and | will provide them with a hardcopy of the homework.

| have an open-door policy and am happy to chat with you anytime. If the matter is sensitive or you would
like to have a longer conversation, please email me to make a suitable time before or after school.

Below is a brief description of what we will be learning in each area for Term One.

Term 1 Units of Work

Religious Education

First term in Religion we focus on community in conjunction with creating the expectations for our
classroom and our class covenant. We look at the wisdom of St Paul through his letters and what he tells
us about living in community with one another. We will then explore how we experience this teaching in
our own lives.

English

During English this term we will look at making connections to texts. We look at connections between text
to themselves, text to the world around them and texts to other similar texts that they have read. This is a
valuable comprehension strategy that helps them to understand what they have read. We will also look at
our different preferences for particular types of texts and listen to what others in the class like reading.

Mathematics

In Mathematics for Term One we will be looking at identifying and explaining strategies to find unknown
guantities in number sentence. We will explore the properties of odd and even numbers and how we can
use these properties to help solve simple equations or number sequences. This term we will also look at
recalling our multiplication facts to 10x10 and the related division facts that go along with that.



Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS)

In Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) this term we will be relating it to our exploration into community
and what that means to us. We will look at identifying structures that support our local community. We
will explore the difference between rules and laws and recognize the importance of having laws in society.
Also, as part of our community unit we will describe factors that shape a person’s identity and sense of
belonging.

Science

This term in Science we will be looking at the properties of different materials. We will be looking at the
properties and using these to explain how objects and materials can be used. This will also tie in with our
Sustainable Futures goal as we will be looking how to make things more sustainable.

Health Education

Our Health Education unit this term is also related to community. We will identify what different things
influence us and strengthen our identities and the people that we want to be/become. We will also look at
describing the different connections we have to the community, the groups we are involved and why these
connections are so important

Music

In Music this Semester, students will continue to consolidate their understanding and performance of
pentatonic (5 note) patterns and further strengthen their musicianship through engaging in a range of
tasks that challenge their rhythmic and melodic development. Students will compose and perform their
own pentatonic masterpieces! We will also begin to explore binary and ternary form and introduce the
woodwind family of instruments.

Physical Education
Mod Cricket Practise and apply movement concepts and strategies with and without equipment
incorporating modifications to the traditional game of Cricket.

Visual Art

This Semester in Visual Art the students will be doing a unit Therese Flynn-Clarke has written on Touch,
Texture, Tactile, Textiles. Students are very welcome to bring in any weaveable materials- wool, wire,
plastics, fabric, tubing etc.

Warm regards,
Leeanne Taylor Brett Kitchener

Classroom Teacher Principal



